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What is COP21?

• 21st meeting of the Conference of Parties (COP) to international 
treaty called United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC)

• Representatives of the 196 signatories to UNFCCC will attend COP21 
to agree how to reduce global greenhouse gas emissions and keep 
global warming below 2 degrees

• 40,000 people expected in Paris between 30 November – 11 
December (officials, civil society, media)





What’s at stake?

• Currently on track for 4-5 degrees of warming by end of century
• ‘Safe levels’ of warming 2 degrees; those on the frontline say 1.5 or 

less
• This requires nothing less than systemic transformation of our 

societies, our economies, and our world 
• The Paris COP must:

• Catalyze immediate, urgent and drastic emission reductions, in 
line with what science and equity require.

• Provide adequate support for transformation, especially in 
vulnerable and poor countries.

• Deliver justice for impacted people, and make a firm 
commitment to secure workers’ livelihoods and jobs through a 
Just Transition.

• Focus on transformational action, such as renewable energy 
and energy savings, rather than false solutions.





People power

The energy revolution is underway - citizens have the solutions to the 
climate crisis and are already leading the energy transition
COP21 is one important political moment on the road to social and 
climate justice: whatever happens at the COP people will continue to 
show the way to a climate-safe world

People’s March on 29th November – Dublin calling for Climate Justice, 
Community Energy and a Carbon Free Future
We want Ireland to:

• Reduce climate pollution from all sectors
• Realise the huge jobs potential of climate action
• Support and protect vulnerable countries in the developing world
• Start phasing out fossil fuels now
• Enable community ownership of renewable energy
• Secure decent work for all in the transition to a carbon free future
• Stop TTIP undermining climate action
• Plan for sustainable, liveable, smart cities

D12: Paris – mass mobilisation; activists travelling from all over the world 
including group from Ireland



























Presentation – Introduction



Some of our members



Why an Irish Green Building 

Council?





Energy Efficiency Directive – Article 4

Member States shall establish a long-term strategy 
for mobilising investment in the renovation of the national stock of 

residential and commercial buildings, public and private. 

Encompassing;

(a) Overview of the national building stock;

(b) Identification of cost-effective approaches to renovations;

(c) Policies and measures to stimulate cost-effective deep renovations of buildings;

– Strategy shall be published by 30 April 2014

– 2nd version to be submitted by 30th April 2017



Long term Renovation 

strategy

• Making the places we live, work, learn and play 

better for all of us

• Helping owners and occupiers to ensure every 

renovation project is about improving quality of 

life

• Creating a consensus and a community for 

renovation 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s 

Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant 

agreement No 649727.



www.buildupon.eu





Mapping stakeholders

This project has received funding from the European Union’s 

Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant 

agreement No 649727.



ALIGNMENT

0 = least

3 = most

The ‘Unusual 

Suspects’ hold part 

of the key?



TRACKING 

SYSTEM 

CHANGE 

OVER TIME

ARE WE 

CREATING

THE IMPACT 

WE NEED TO 

SHIFT THE 

SYSTEM? 



B  - Renowiki –
Make policy easy for participants 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s 

Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant 

agreement No 649727.







E  - The Community process

• a total of 88 project stakeholder 

workshops / conferences at 

national and European level.

• reporting from these events will 

feed directly into the v2.0 national 

renovation strategy process and 

will track how effectively the 

stakeholder system is 

collaborating.

This project has received funding from the European Union’s 

Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant 

agreement No 649727.



F  -Creating an Innovation incubator

Develop on-going work at national level, to 

create project concepts in the four 

following fields 

1. financial innovation; 

2. business model innovation;

3. public sector innovation;

4. behavioural innovation.

This project has received funding from the European Union’s 

Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant 

agreement No 649727.





A way to measure and market sustainability in new 
housing

National scheme 
operator



This is an excellent project  with an extremely high  potential for 

improving sustainability in the residential housing sector... 

If successful and  if adopted widely by the industry players and 

home buying public, it could be in widespread use in new 

housing developments within a few users with substantial 

environmental economic and occupier benefits....

The results of this project are transferrable to  the large stock of 

existing houses much of which is inadequate in terms of energy 

and environmental criteria...

EPA evaluation of Home Performance Index project





Sean Armstrong

Advisor-Building Standards, 
Department of Environment, 
Community and Local 
Government



Speaker: Susan McGarry
Environmental Manager & LEED Green Associate

Ecocem Ireland 

Ecocem working to fight Global Climate 
Change

IGBC Shining the Light on Buildings #COP21



Who we are 
Irish manufacturer based in Dublin Port

Market leaders in production of  Ground 
Granulated Blastfurnace Slag (GGBS) 

Founding members of the IGBC

Ecocem developed GGBS market share from 
0% to 12% 

Capacity to double this to 20% 

From 2016 -1.5 million tonnes of CO2 will be 
saved per year across the group 



Ecocem GGBS – What is it?

Ground Granulated 
Blastfurnace Slag

Best Available 
Technology for:

• Increasing 
performance 

• Reducing embodied 
carbon of concrete

Apple Campus 2 Cupertino



Ecocem –V- OPC 



Environmental Advantages

Improved Durability

Reduction in Heat 
Island Effect

Lower lighting 
requirements

No additional 
quarrying



Ecocem Initiatives  

Research and Development into low carbon cements

Education and Training 

Green Building Rating Systems

Environmental Product Declaration’s 



Ecocem Climate Pledge COP 21



For any Queries:
smcgarry@ecocem.ie

www.ecocem.ie
Phone: 01-6781800 

Thank you!

mailto:smcgarry@ecocem.ie
http://www.ecocem.ie/
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HOW HERTZ IS REDUCING 

ITS CARBON FOOTPRINT 

Presentation to IGBC 

Dublin

4 November, 2015

Aidan Burke,
Director, EHS - International
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A World of Brands,
a World of Solutions



The Hertz multi-brand portfolio delivers quality, performance and consistency 

across 5 continents around the globe.

Hertz is the largest worldwide airport general 

use car rental brand, with approx. 

8,300 locations in 150 countries and the

Largest Airport
Market Share.

Hertz, Dollar, Thrifty, Firefly and

Donlen combined currently employ

41,000+ People
(full and part time) worldwide.

Hertz, Dollar, Thrifty and Firefly operate approximately

11,500+ Locations
in North America, Europe, Latin America, Asia, Australia, Africa, the Middle East and New Zealand.

Dollar and Thrifty have approximately 

1,400+ Corporate and 

Franchisee Locations
in approximately 75 countries.

Donlen Corporation, based in IL, has 

160,000+ Vehicles 
under lease and management.

Global Footprint 
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INTERNATIONAL DIVERSITY

5 
continents

17
corporate

countries

300+
OEM contracts

13
languages

small airportslaws & regulations

Diverse 

Multicultural

Complex
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CARBON REDUCTION

55

• ENERGY SUPPLY/ENERGY DEMAND

• PROJECTS ENERGY/ PROJECTS SUSTAINABILITY 

ELEMENTS

• CARBON DISCLOSURE PROJECT

• COMMUNICATIONS
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DRIVERS-WORLD VIEW OF ENERGY 

EFFICIENCY

57
Source: IEA Report 2013 ‘Redrawing the Energy-Climate 

Map’
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EED - OVERVIEW & SPECIFIC MEASURES
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• Energy Sales Companies must achieve 1.5% efficiency 

/year

• Public sector in EU countries must purchase energy efficient 

buildings

• EU governments to carry out energy efficient renovations on 

3% of buildings they own

• Empower Energy consumers to better manage their energy

• Large companies will make audits of their energy 

consumption to help them identify ways to reduce it
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Europe – Implementation 
of Energy Efficiency 
Directive

Hertz has engaged with Energy 

Service providers to carry out audits 

in all European Countries where it 

has corporate locations

COUNTRY

FRANCE

UK

GERMANY

ITALY

SPAIN

BENELUX

HESC
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KEY FEATURES FOR HERTZ

• Defined Criteria

• Energy Audits Requirements driven by National Legislation

• Supervision of Audits by Independent National Authorities
– Independent National Authorities

• Deadline - 5 December, 2015

• 4 Year cycle

• Penalties for Non-Compliance

60
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INDEPENDENT AUTHORITIES

• FRANCE Ministere de L’Ecologie, Du 
Developpement Durable et de L’Energie

• UK Environment Agency

• GERMANY Federal Office of Economics & Export 
Control.  (Das Bundesamt fur Wirtschaft
und Ausfuhrkontrolle)

• ITALY ENEA

• SPAIN Ministerio de Industria, Energía y  
Turismo

• IRELAND Sustainable Energy Authority Ireland

• BENELUX N/A
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Energy Use

• Building Energy

• Request for proposals 

• Energy Audits by Specialists

• Transport Energy(Non Revenue)

• By Country

• Type of Vehicle

• Activity for which the vehicle is used

• How transport usage is accounted for

62
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STRATEGY FOR IMPLEMENTATION

• Identify Landlord v Hertz responsibility

• Collate Building & Transportation Data

• Procure Energy Service Suppliers

• Scope the Audits

• Sign Off & Report Audits

63
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Company Hertz

Current Date 05/05/2015

Title EED5.5.15

Project Start 05/05/2015 08:00:00

Project Finish 05/12/2015 17:00:00
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ISO14001 & OSHAS 18001

HESC Certified with both standards since 2010

Heathrow Airport certified with ISO14001 since 2013

IS014001 is the International Environmental Management Standard

OSHAS 18001 is the International Occupational Health & Safety 

Management Standard
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COUNTRY 
Number of 

Tyres 
Recycled in 

2012

Number of 
Tyres 

Recycled in 
2013

Number of 
Tyres 

Recycled in 
2014

UK 25,368 20,000 19,000
FRANCE 15,000 20,000 18,500

GERMANY 13,216 15,000 5,500
ITALY 7,189 15,000 5,000
SPAIN 16,000 11,688 10,000

BENELUX 1,100 5,000 5,000

Europe – Tyre 
Recycling Facts

All tyres 

purchased in 

Hertz are;

• recycled, 

• reused 

and/or 

• rethreaded
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CONCLUSION

CHALLENGES

• Time 

• Co-ordination

67

OPPORTUNITIES

• Hertz position in terms of 

Energy Efficiency & 

Effectiveness in Sector and 

by Country

• Reduce Hertz costs – mid 

to long term
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4th November, 2015

Fintan M. Smyth
Building Physics Manager 

Saint-Gobain 

Shining the Light on Buildings
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The construction industry has a huge 
contribution to our environmental footprint



A CULTURE OF COMMITMENT

 Saint-Gobain’s commitment is based on values that form the 
foundation of the Group’s culture and guide its day-to-day activities

Principles of conduct:

Professional commitment

Respect for others

Integrity

Loyalty

Solidarity 

Principles of action: 

Respect for the law

Caring for the environment

Worker health and safety

Employee rights
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A COMMITTED COMPANY

 International commitments

● Signatory to the UN Global Compact

- Caring for Climate platform

- CEO Water Mandate, an initiative by the leaders of leading global corporations

● Support for the UN Declaration of Human Rights

● Participation in the Business & Climate Summit, Paris 2015

● Support for COP 21 (Conference of Parties), Paris 2015

● Participation in World Sustainability Conference 2014

 Dialogue with stakeholders* at all levels in the organization

 Local actions

● Technical Design for Better Energy Financing 

● Steering committee for Qualibuild, Spirit programme

*The term stakeholders refers to individuals or groups of individuals who have 

an impact on a company or organization’s business, products and services.



3rd party verified          

Assessment of Whole Life Cycle

72

PROVIDING SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS

LCA / EPD: measuring, benchmarking and communicating 

the environmental impacts of our products and solutions
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PROVIDING SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS

LCA / EPD: measuring, benchmarking and communicating 

the environmental impacts of our products and solutions
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PROVIDING SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS

LCA / EPD: measuring, benchmarking and communicating 

the environmental impacts of our products and solutions

Construction & Demolition waste management: 
boosting the implementation of  solutions to collect, sort & treat waste 

Eco-Innovation: developing and distributing new products, 

with increased added value and reduced environmental impacts

Product transparency : informing on the ingredients in and 

releases from our products over their whole life cycle 

Education & training: delivering the right messaging & knowledge 

on sustainable  construction & sustainable solutions to our customers



TECHNICAL ACADEMY - KINGSCOURT

Opened in May 2010

Care:4 certified (1st in Ireland)

Purpose built facilities

Classroom

Product/Systems display room

Practical demonstration areas

Industry support

Contractors

Merchants 

Architects

Students

Training initiatives

Practical & Product focus 

External focus

Mobile Academy

Exhibitions & 

Conferences

& DUBLIN



TECHNICAL ACADEMY - KINGSCOURT

Opened in May 2010

Care:4 certified (1st in Ireland)

Purpose built facilities

Classroom

Product/Systems display room

Practical demonstration areas

Opened November 5th 2014

Greater accessibility

Extended catchment

Specification hub

Increased course portfolio

Standards & Regulations

Energy  / Sound / Fire

Renovation solutions

Winner RIAI Arch Expo 2015

Commended SEAI  2014

& DUBLIN



Mid-term objectives across our UK& Ireland businesses : 

By 2025 : 20% reduction in CO2 emissions and 15% 

reduction in energy consumption 

baseline 2010 and considering the same production output.

• We intend to have trained 10,000 people through our 

Technical Academies in Ireland by 2020.

• We intend that all our businesses attain ISO 50001 by 

2017.

• Saint-Gobain Ireland and UK are aiming to meet 20% of 

our electricity demand through onsite generation by 2017, 

and that renewable energy providers contribute at least 

30% of our electricity demand by 2017. 
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKyLnNG58cgCFUmXGgodb7oOlw&url=http://www.ukgbc.org/campaigns-policy/campaigns/climate-pledges/pledges-so-far&bvm=bv.106379543,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGmjhXSkphC9jqFfcOLr-Cd8WUVeA&ust=1446543765610668


• Design 

• Light & comfort

• Peace & Quiet

• Thermal comfort

• Easy to use & maintain

• Sustainability

• Availability

• Energy efficiency

• Profitability

: MULTI-COMFORT HOUSE



www.Saint-Gobain.ie

SaintGobainIE

http://www.saint-gobain.ie/


GLOBAL COMPACT – CARING FOR CLIMATE

Recognise that

1. Urgent

2. Poses risks

Commit to:

3. Take practical action

(voluntary targets)

4. Build significant 
understanding & strategy

5. Engage with government

6. Collaborate with value chain 
& take joint initiatives

7. Become active champions

Expect from Government

8. Creation of effective long-
term frameworks

9. Recognition that major 
public investments are 
required

10. Vigorours international 
cooperation and support for 
nations in need

And Will:

11. Collaborate on joint 
initiatives

12. Invite UN / UNEP to 
disclose actions of signatories
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“This Summit is a first step to a large alliance of all 
actors that business needs and wants to build. 

We must continue to work together for this transition 
to a low carbon society, to allow vulnerable 
populations to live in sustainable habitat and cities 
and to allow poorest countries to reach a low-carbon 
development.”

81

Pierre-André de Chalendar, May 2015
Chief Executive and Chairman of Saint-Gobain & Chairman of 

Entreprises pour l’Environnement-EPE

BUSINESS & CLIMATE SUMMIT



BUSINESS & CLIMATE SUMMIT
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1. Effective carbon pricing

2. Alliance between business and governments leading to 

the integration of climate policies into the mainstream 

economy

3. Leverage (trillions) of public funds and private sector 

finance, and to de-risk investment towards low-carbon 

assets, especially in developing countries



Shining the Light on 

Buildings at COP21

- 4th November 2015

#BetterBuildGreen - #COP21


