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Ireland has ~31,500 species living within 117 habitats

BIODIVERSITY LOSS IS A HUGE PROBLEM

▪ Of those habitats assessed only 15% are in a good state

▪ Of those species assessed 17% are threatened with extinction from Ireland



© Steven Falk

✓Need interconnected networks of semi-
natural habitats

✓Need farmland to be managed in a way 
that allows nature to coexist with the 
farming business

✓Need urban areas to be managed in a 
way that is biodiversity friendly

In Ireland, we have been using pollinators as a vehicle to 
communicate about biodiversity to wide audiences

Ireland has 101 wild bee species –

one third are threatened with 
extinction



Need biodiversity actions, not just urban greening

✓ Requires transformative change
✓ Need to take evidence-based actions for biodiversity, not the ones humans like best
✓ Need to avoid spending money where the positive impact would have been greater by 

doing less
✓ Not about gardening nature – need to get to a landscape where biodiversity can coexist 

with minimal human support

Need interconnected networks of habitats and we need to seriously look at pesticide use

The benefits to biodiversity, climate, human health & well-being, and to tourism would be huge 



Flowering native hedgerows & trees Native meadows and verges – don’t sow, let it grow

TWO KEY ACTIONS FOR BIODIVERSITY

Returning habitats – sustainable and long-term biodiversity actions

In urban areas we need widescale interconnected networks of these semi-natural habitats 
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Coming together to make a difference www.pollinators.ie

2023: Worked with 
Clúid on a Landscape 

& Biodiversity 
Guidance for New 

Developments

http://www.pollinators.ie/


We need to make sure to take the best actions for biodiversity –
not the easiest ones, or the ones that humans prefer



Residential developments and gardens can be incredibly important 
for biodiversity 



Their impact is enhanced when they are part of 
interconnected ecological corridors 

“We are a group of residents in Blarney St that 
would like to incentivise our neighbours to join a 
pollinator pathway. If all agree, it has the potential 
to be a 2km pollinator path”



Ornamental 
flowering 

trees/shrubs

No Mow May

Soft fruits, strawberries, 
tomatoes, courgettes, peas 

Mini Orchard –
dwarf fruit trees

No chemical use

What actions will enhance biodiversity in existing homes?

Undisturbed 
areas for 
nesting 

Native 
trees and 

shrubs

Native meadows –
Don’t Mow Let it Grow



Early flowering bulbs Pots with herbs Mix of pollinator-friendly ornamental shrubs and perennials 
that flower from spring to autumn – no hunger gaps 

Tracking change

https://laois.ie/wp-content/uploads/Garden-Wildlife-Booklet-WEB-17MB.pdf

Food/shelter/
water for birds

Fencing to allow movement 
of small mammals

Wildlife ponds

https://biodiversityireland.ie/sur

veys/fit-counts/

https://laois.ie/wp-content/uploads/Garden-Wildlife-Booklet-WEB-17MB.pdf
https://biodiversityireland.ie/surveys/fit-counts/
https://biodiversityireland.ie/surveys/fit-counts/


https://pollinators.ie/the-joy-of-making-your-garden-pollinator-friendly/

18 different wild bee species have used that garden as a pit stop in the past few years

https://pollinators.ie/the-joy-of-making-your-garden-pollinator-friendly/


https://pollinators.ie/gardens/

https://pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie/

Add it to the interactive map: Actions for Pollinators

https://pollinators.ie/gardens/
https://pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie/


Just released a new short guideline for Resident’s Associations

https://pollinators.ie/resources/

https://pollinators.ie/resources/


Lots of small actions, taken together, 
can begin to solve big problems



ufitzpatrick@biodiversityireland.ie

www.pollinators.ie

THANK YOU

https://biodiversityireland.ie/

mailto:ufitzpatrick@biodiversityireland.ie
http://www.pollinators.ie/
https://biodiversityireland.ie/
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